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HAMMER/DISCUS THROWS AREA RISK ASSESSMENT DOCUMENT
This document does not take precedence over Moreland Council’s risk assessment of the Hammer/Discus cage area..
Observed risks associated with the new installation of the Hammer/Discus cage construction as well as extension to the back straight of the running track for 110 Metre events can be broken down into several categories. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1/ Access to throwing area
Design of the area has the cage situated at the apex of a triangle confined by the boundary fence of the complex. All throwing is from the cage toward the track extension within that confinement. Safe access for athletes, officials, coaches etc. has to be a circuitous route to avoid the throwing surface. This route must be up the existing stairs to the North pedestrian gate, exit to public parkland, down the outside of the perimeter fence to marshal opposite the cage.
Entry to the cage from the marshalling area is currently through the double gates in the perimeter fence.
2/ Cage construction.
Cage design, although IAAF approved, is minimal.
Netting is loose nylon mesh suspended from the top allowing strikes by heavy implements to belly the net outward.
At ground level an excess allows the netting to act as a loose barrier to implements slipping under, but it is not fixed down.
3/ Limits of landing area.
There is a distance of 63Mtres from the front of the throwing ring to the nearest point of the track extension. Club records indicate the furthest throw is 56.42 Mtres. That would be of concern if there were people marshalling at the 110 Metre start. (Victorian record stands at 74.58)
4/ Danger to public.
A public pathway follows the West boundary fence which parallels the throwing sector limits. It is possible for a stray throw to end up outside this fence.
Outside the North boundary fence is also Public parkland and it’s possible a stray throw could reach that area..
5/ Standard precautions
There will always be an incident at some point in time so some precautions need to be taken to prepare for such eventualities.
The following chart itemises the risk assessment for these categories.



	
	Identified Risks
	Probable Cause
	Risk Reduction Actions
	Risk rating

	ACCESS TO THE THROWING AREA

	1
	Athletes’ access to throwing area from complex cannot be direct from track.
	Cage is at the apex of a fence funnel.
	Access only to be up the stairs to the single gate, into public parkland & proceed West to marshal outside the fence near the bottom gate. Ban all traffic from entering from the West side of the throwing area.
	1

	2
	North fence double gate is within the danger area for wild throws.
	Currently used for access to the throwing area from the public parkland
	Set a new single gate opposite the front north post of the cage. This will be the thrower’s  entry to the throwing circle.
Keep double gates secured.
	

	3
	Steps to gate on hillside not maintained.
	Minimal use and not standard construction.
	Council to be approached to have stairs repaired to standard. Note – hillside is steep enough to cause problems when wet if stairs are not available.
	

	CAGE CONSTRUCTION

	4
	Cage construction allows implements to exit under base of netting.
	Is standard for this type of cage.

Note – Modification to cage construction i.e. –weights or other method of fixing down the net hem, may cause insurance problems as cage is AV approved.
	Only one athlete (the thrower) at a time inside the perimeter fence. All marshalling, recording & coaching must be set up outside the perimeter fence.
Throws judge to assess risk for own safety while thrower is in the ring.
Recommend net hem be fixed to the ground in some manner.

	

	5
	Cage netting allows implement strike to extend beyond perimeter of cage.
	Is standard for this type of cage. Netting is loose and pliable.
	All marshalling, recording & coaching must be set up outside the perimeter fence.
Throws judge to assess risk for own safety while thrower is in the ring.
Officials to check implements are in good order and that netting is draped correctly to ensure safety.
	





	
	Identified Risks
	Probable Cause
	Risk Reduction Actions
	Risk rating

	LANDING AREA

	6
	Distance from ring to nearest point of track = 63 Metres. 
	Some athletes throw further
	Construct a new cyclone barrier fence approximately 20 Metres long to protect the 110 start area. Fence to commence 3 Metres from the West boundary fence and may curve around the 110 start. Note – curve will tend to contain any persons involved in track events.
Bunting & portable barriers to be installed each meet either end of this fence & the West end to be barred to all traffic. Persons needing to enter the area to be directed to the stairs leading to the top (North) gate leading into the public area.
At least one marshal to ensure complicity. 
Signs or arrows indicating where to go.
Advisable to police the 110 start while cage is in use at any time.
	1

	7
	Marshals, Officials & Scorers
	Limited training & experience
	Scoring table must be outside the boundary fence. Only the throws judges to be inside. Each throwers capabilities should be known as they step up to throw (be good to have their PB listed on the score sheet).
Throwers to be instructed to check area is clear before each throw.
	

	8
	Gum tree branches overhang throwing sector.
	Needs to be trimmed back.
	Council to be approached again to trim overhang.
	3

	RISK TO PUBLIC 

	9
	Public parkland outside perimeter fence, is at risk of wild throws.
	Perimeter fenceline almost parallels the throwing sector
	Public pathway West side to have a marshal directing any traffic during throwing events. Members of the public to not be unduly delayed.
North side to be policed as needed on the day.
	 1





	
	Identified Risks
	Probable Cause
	Risk Reduction Actions
	Risk rating

	STANDARD PRECAUTIONS

	10
	Lack of preparedness
	Various
	Officials to be aware of first aid locations including defibrillator.
Large warning flag displayed while an event is in progress located at the 110 Metre start.
A mobile phone be always available to call emergency numbers.
Venue should have a designated safety officer available.

	

	11
	Training use of area
	No officials in attendance
	A minimum of two persons to be in attendance when athletes are using the area for training. One person nominated to be responsible for safety of the area.
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